Thoracic complications related to bone marrow transplantation.
Although progress has been made in the diagnosis and management of respiratory complications after BMT, such complications are still frequent and are a major cause of morbidity and mortality. The use of CMV-negative marrow and blood products, surveillance bronchoscopies, and prophylactic use of antivirals have significantly reduced the incidence of CMV pneumonia. DNA amplification techniques have allowed earlier detection of viral respiratory infections, and early detection of localized invasive aspergillosis can improve survival with lung resection and antifungal therapy. Finally, consideration for open lung biopsy should include the patient's degree of preoperative respiratory impairment, because this may relate to early postoperative survival.